
College-Planning Calendar 
Junior Year  

September-December 

 Be sure your schedule includes courses that strengthen your academic record and help 

complete graduation requirements. 

 Focus on academics being mindful that junior grades are very important to college 

admission committees. 

 Sign up for the PSAT given in October and begin reviewing the sample test questions in 

the PSAT Student Bulletin. 

 Meet with college representatives as they visit your high school throughout the school 

year. 

 Attend the Smoky Mountain Regional College Fair in October. 

 Speak to recent graduates who are home from college for the holidays. They are a great 

resource! 

 Make an appointment to meet with your counselor and begin sharing your thoughts 

about college. 

 If you anticipate playing Division I or II athletics, register with the NCAA Eligibility Center 

at www.eligibilitycenter.org 

January-March 

 Concentrate on doing well in your spring semester classes. 

 Update your resume with additional extracurricular activities, community service, 

honors and awards. 

 Begin preparing for the ACT/SAT by visiting the options listed on the college and career 

page of the SDHS website, purchasing your own test prep book from a local bookstore 

or taking a test prep course.  

 Take advantage of a three-day weekend by scheduling a visit to several schools. Also, 

make plans to tour college campuses during your spring break. 

 Continue developing a list of schools you are interested in researching. There are several 

good online college search engines such as: www.collegeboard.org, www.act.org, 

www.princetonreview.com and www.petersons.com  

 Meet with your counselor to plan your senior schedule and discuss your college/career 

plans. 

 Take the State ACT at your school in spring but consider taking another ACT or the SAT 

in April, May or June. 

 Register to take two or three SAT Subject Tests during the first week of May. If you are 

enrolled in AP courses, consider taking the corresponding Subject Test. 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.petersons.com/


 Create an account on a free scholarship search engine such as www.collegefortn.org or 

www.fastweb.com 

 

April-May 

 If you are interested in a service academy you should begin the process now. Make an 

appointment with your counselor to get the necessary information.  

 Plan summer visits to colleges in which you are very interested. Make a file and gather 

information about academics, financial aid, and campus life. 

 Continue to research colleges so that you are able to narrow your list down to a 

manageable number (3-6 schools). 

 Take a look at some college applications and consider all of the different pieces of 

information you will need to compile. 

 Make a list of teachers, counselors, and other adults who you might ask to write letters 

of recommendation for your college applications.  

 Begin thinking about topics for college essays. Look at some sample applications for 

potential topics. One good resource is the Common Application at 

www.commonapp.org 

 

 

http://www.collegefortn.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.commonapp.org/

